
412 Unit 7: Learner Differences

MODULE 20
INTELLIGENCE 
AND 
GIFTEDNESS

OUTLINE LEARNING GOALS
Intelligence and Giftedness: More Than “Being Smart”

•	 Theories of Intelligence

•	 Theories of Giftedness
➊	 Explain how intelligence and giftedness are more than just 

high cognitive ability. 

Assessing Intelligence and Giftedness

•	 Intelligence Measured as IQ

•	 Interpreting IQ Scores

•	 Assessing Giftedness 

➋	 Describe what IQ tests measure and indicate the concerns 

with using IQ scores to identify giftedness. 

Biological, Social, and Cultural Issues 

•	 Heredity or Environment?

•	 Socioeconomic and Cultural Factors 
➌	 Describe how environment, socioeconomic status, and 

gender influence IQ. 

Applications: Intelligence and Giftedness in the Classroom 

•	 Teaching for Multiple Intelligences

•	 Teaching for Successful Intelligence

•	 Teaching Students Who Are Gifted

➍	 Explain how theories of intelligence and giftedness can be 

used to enhance the learning of all students regardless of 

their ability level. 

INTELLIGENCE AND GIFTEDNESS: 
MORE THAN “BEING SMART”

➊	 Explain how intelligence and giftedness are more than just high cognitive ability.

What do you think of when you hear the words intelligent and gifted? You probably think they 
refer to being “smart” and scoring very high on an IQ test or similar test of cognitive ability. 
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